
Dear potential employee, 

Big Sur Land Trust (BSLT) needs passionate people with diverse knowledge and skills to share in the work of conserving 
and restoring land and caring for the buildings, roads, and trails that serve our local communities. Spend a moment to 
reflect on the experiences, relationships, and stories that inspired your appreciation for outdoor places. What was it that 
strengthened your resolve to ensure that these places are healthy and resilient so that the local community can depend 
on them now and in the future, despite significant environmental threats? What is it at your core that drives you to 
achieve meaningful, tangible results to this end? The Preserve Manager position may be your opportunity to contribute 
your unique insights and talents to the strategies of an organization that shares your passion for caring for the land.  

Do you love adventure? Have you developed the skills necessary to meet the challenges of living in a rustic cabin in a 
secluded redwood canyon? Are you resourceful, solution-oriented and willing to try new things? If so, here is a sense of 
what you would experience in this dynamic job. On any given day you might be clearing downed trees off a steep 
mountain road, leading a trail work project with a group of volunteers, repairing a historic structure, reducing the threat 
of wildfire, overseeing contractors, or controlling invasive weeds. The projects are diverse and change seasonally. Most of 
your time will be spent implementing projects in the field either independently or with another staff member, but 
occasionally you will be working out of our Monterey-based office to help coordinate schedules, develop contracts, join 
in collaborative discussions with other teams, communicate plans, or create budgets.  

The ideal candidate is someone who would thrive working both independently and in a team, resonates with BSLT’s 
mission, and has developed the determination and advanced skills to carry out the duties of the position. We value strong 
communication, a strong work ethic, organizational and interpersonal skills and a good attitude, so that we can work well 
as a unit to get the job done. Carefully review the Job Announcement to see additional skills necessary to complete the 
work safely and effectively. 

At Big Sur Land Trust, we strive to sustain the highest level of employee satisfaction, engagement, and a culture of trust, 
respect, and inclusion. We actively work to ensure a positive team environment where individuals are comfortable with 
expressing diverse views and opinions and sharing power and responsibility for BSLT’s mission.  

For more information about this salaried full-time and benefited position and to view a detailed job description with 
instructions on how to apply visit bigsurlandtrust.org.  

Thank you for your interest in joining Big Sur Land Trust’s team! 

Patrick Riparetti, Director of Stewardship 



Big Sur Land Trust is hiring a new 

Preserve Manager 
(Posted 5/21/2021) 

Big Sur Land Trust (BSLT) is seeking a full-time Preserve Manager with strong land management, carpentry, 
building maintenance, leadership, organizational, and people skills. This position reports to the Director of 
Stewardship and supports the strategic goals of BSLT by planning, directing, and implementing projects that 
support visitation and care of Land Trust properties. The Manager is responsible for maintaining and improving 
roads, trails, equipment, buildings and other structures as well as completing projects that protect and improve 
natural resources across a variety of BSLT properties. Their highest priority is to achieve the land management 
goals and craft experiences where visitors can connect with and contribute to BSLT’s mission at the Mitteldorf 
Preserve, where housing is provided.  

BSLT is a Monterey-based non-profit organization with a mission to inspire love of land across generations, 
conservation of our unique Monterey County landscapes, and access to outdoor experiences for all. We see a 
future where natural landscapes, working lands, urban open spaces and healthy communities are cared for by 
people who share a love of nature and a deep appreciation for the richness of their diverse cultures. We are 
committed to supportive, respectful work environment for a diverse professional staff.  

The stewardship team is responsible for the management of over 4,000 acres of diverse land holdings including, 
old growth redwood and madrone forests, riparian corridors, coastal chaparral, oak woodlands, Monterey Bay 
dunes, urban properties, working ranches, historic structures, and much more. We also conduct annual monitoring 
and special projects on another 7,000 acres of conservation easements throughout Monterey County. 

Job Title: 

Reports to: 

Preserve Manager  

Director of Stewardship 

Application 
Deadline: 

7/6/2021 

Start Date: ASAP 

Type: Full-time salaried position with benefits & rustic housing included 

EEO: The Big Sur Land Trust provides equal employment opportunities (EEO) to all employees 
and applicants for employment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, sexual 
orientation, national origin, age, disability or genetics 

Job Duties 



General 
Description: 

Big Sur Land Trust’s (BSLT) Preserve Manager is a full-time benefited position with rustic 
housing provided that assists the stewardship department in managing land; caring for 
facilities, infrastructure, and equipment; supporting BSLT programs; and leading volunteer 
events, on various BSLT properties. Most of the work will occur on BSLT’s seven flagship 
properties, with particular emphasis on the Mitteldorf Preserve where rustic housing is 
included. Primary responsibilities will be to ensure facilities, roads and trails are operational, 
safe and presentable and that conservation values of these properties are protected and 
enhanced. This is primarily a field position but will include working with the public, 
completing administrative tasks and office-oriented work as well.  

Specific Duties Building Maintenance 
• Clean, repair and upgrade buildings for operations, safety, and general appearance
• Follow guidelines for preserving and restoring historic buildings to make repairs to

the exterior and interior of structures
• Maintain security of all facilities and equipment
• Address trespass and vandalism issues
• Ensure functional critical systems
• Maintain grounds
• Develop and document operations manuals and maintenance schedules for

infrastructure
Road & Trail Maintenance 

• Assess and repair damage after storms
• Remove fallen trees and debris from roads
• Make trail improvements by upgrading treads; clearing vegetation from trails;

making trail signs; building stairs, handrails, and retaining walls; and milling wood
for trail improvements

• Clear culverts and improve drainage structures
Visitation Support 

• Develop and lead projects that engage volunteers and yield meaningful results on
priority projects

• Provide access and facilities support for youth camps program
• Work directly with Community Programs and Development Directors in

planning/managing/tracking a dynamic/changing year-round calendar of special
events and core programs

• Provide support to researchers and interns to advance conservation leadership
• Source and supervise contractors to achieve special projects in an efficient manner
• Assist with special events, donor stays, guided hikes, and other community projects

as assigned
• Improve emergency preparedness and safety for all visitors

Land Management 
• Maintain regular communication with stewardship team regarding land

management tasks and priorities
• Assist with ecological restoration, site maintenance, and priority weed control

projects as directed
• Collect and remove debris and waste from properties
• Repair and maintain gates, fences, and signs



Administrative Tasks 
• Track timeline of stewardship projects
• Research, prepare, and coordinate stewardship activities, including volunteer

outreach
• Produce well-written reports of activities, decisions taken and Preserve conditions
• Develop and manage contracts

Required Qualifications 
• Ability to manage multiple projects and contractors with deadlines
• Self-motivated with the ability to communicate effectively with co-workers,

landowners, and members
• Demonstrated leadership and understanding of and creative approach to

connecting people with the land in ways that develop a conservation ethic
• Excellent problem-solving, time management, and organizational skills
• Advanced chainsaw skills
• Facilities maintenance, carpentry, and other practical construction skills
• Ability to ensure the safe and effective use of a wide range of hand tools, power

tools (including chainsaws), vehicles and equipment in remote areas
• Off-road driving experience using a variety of vehicles and ability to tow trailers
• Sense of humor, flexibility, spirit of adventure, and desire to make a positive

difference in the lives of others and the environment
• Willingness and ability to perform strenuous work on difficult terrain in a variety of

environmental conditions. Ability to lift and/or move up to 70lbs.
• Willingness to occasionally work evenings or weekends
• Public speaking in the context of related/conservation fields

Desired Qualifications 
• Trail construction and maintenance experience
• Heavy equipment operation
• First aid and CPR certifications (Wilderness First Responder or Wilderness First Aid

preferred)
• Weed management experience, using both physical and chemical control
• Plant identification skills
• GPS & ArcGIS familiarity

Benefits:  Big Sur Land Trust offers a competitive benefits package including extensive health plan, which includes 
medical, dental, and vision coverage and life insurance; contributions to a 403B; and paid holiday, vacation, and 
sick leave. Rustic housing is included at the Mitteldorf Preserve. 

Mitteldorf Preserve & Rustic Housing: More information is available about the Mitteldorf Preserve on our website 
at: https://bigsurlandtrust.org/mitteldorf-preserve-carmel-valley/ . Near the entrance to the preserve, up a 1.75mi 
dirt road, is a historic two-story wood frame building built in the 1920s with two bedrooms, two bathrooms, living 
room with fireplace, dining room, kitchen, mud room, and an unfinished attic. The building has running water and 
will soon have propane, but currently there is no electricity or phone/internet service. The building is 
approximately 8 miles from Carmel-By-The-Sea, CA. 

How to Apply: The following three items are required to be considered for the position: 

https://bigsurlandtrust.org/mitteldorf-preserve-carmel-valley/


1. Your resume
2. A letter of interest that:

• Addresses qualification requirements
• Describes your situation and interest in applying
• Notes availability to start

3. Contact information for at least three professional resources

Please E-mail completed application to employment@bigsurlandtrust.org with the name of the position for which 
you are applying in the subject line. Incomplete or unqualified applications will not be considered for the position. 

Recruitment Schedule: Application deadline is 7/6/2021. Applicants with the most relevant experience and 
qualifications suitable for the position will be contacted for interviews. 

For more information about Big Sur Land Trust, please visit www.bigsurlandtrust.org 

mailto:priparetti@bigsurlandtrust.org
http://www.bigsurlandtrust.org/


Preserve Manager - Questions & Answers 
The Property 

How is the property accessed? 

The preserve is accessed via Carmel Valley. 
The property lies deep within Williams 
Canyon, through the Santa Lucia Preserve 
and is approximately a 30-minute drive from 
the nearest grocery store.  The structures 
on the preserve are accessible by vehicle. A 
four-wheel drive high clearance vehicle is 
recommended as the dirt roads on the 
preserve are steep and difficult to navigate 
in wet weather. The 1.5-mile dirt access 
road to the structures is sometimes cutoff as 
the road is vulnerable to landslides, large 
rainfall events, and tree fall.  

Is there a company vehicle for the 
property? 

There is currently a UTV vehicle used to 
navigate the roads and trails of the 
preserve. The manager is expected to 
maintain their own vehicle for access. 

What is the history of the preserve? 



What is Mittledorf Preserve like? 

Located deep within the Santa Lucia Mountains 
southeast of Carmel this preserve is home to over 
1,000 acres of riparian and oak woodlands, 
chaparral, grasslands, and a rare stand of 
madrone. The structures on the property lay 
under the redwood canopy along Williams Creek. 
Many of the trails on the property ascend from 
under the canopy layer to high atop the ridges 
following old logging roads.  

Several structures exist on the property including 
a lodge, bunkhouse, swimming pool, retaining 
walls and a set of outbuildings.  

What are some of the challenges I should 
expect to encounter while managing the 
Preserve? 

Buildings 

All the structures on the property (i.e. the lodge, 
bunkhouse, swimming pool, retaining walls, and 
outbuildings) are historic--constructed in the mid 
20th century.  

Very little documentation exists on the internal 
systems of the property such as the lighting 
system design, plumbing layout, and appliances. 

Maintaining these structures will require 
ingenuity and knowledge of historic and modern 
construction, as well as plumbing and lighting 
systems. A series of special projects have been 
identified and ranked in priority by a firm that 
specializes in historic structure preservation. The 
goal will be to protect and improve these 
facilities for programmatic use. 

Communication 

No landlines or internet connection exists on the 
preserve and cellular service is limited to specific 
areas. Even satellite connections can be spotty 
in the canyon due to the dense canopy layer 
above.  



Trails & Grounds 

Trail Maintenance will be a constant part of the 
workflow on the preserve. There are approximately 
15 miles of trail and road currently in use on the 
preserve. The terrain is often steep, and the soils 
are unstable. Additionally, the property has high 
rates of Sudden Oak Death, making tree fall a 
common occurrence. Much dead and down woody 
material exists in the redwood and oak stands of the 
property. This material can be difficult to work 
around and creates a fire hazard near structures and 
roads.   

Wildfire and Flooding 

Due to the secluded nature of the preserve, the 
nature of the fuels on the property, and the 
surrounding land use, wildfire is a threat. The 
property last burned in the 2016 Soberanes 
Fire. Flooding can also complicate access and 
impact the property.   

When is the property open to public access? 

Daytime and weekend privacy is limited as 
recreation trails surround the house. The preserve 
is consistently accessed by recreational users, 
restoration crews, and for events. Our youth 
outdoor programs will be holding overnight events 
at the property as well.   

Living at the Preserve 

Will I be required to live on the Preserve? 

BSLT prefers that the Preserve Manager physically reside at the property. Applicants that express this 
will rank higher in this category. 

Will my family/partner/etc. be able to stay with me? What about pets? 

Please share your unique situation with BSLT in your application.  



What is the layout of the Bunkhouse? 

The Bunkhouse is a wood frame building, with an 
unfinished attic space and concrete foundation. The 
structure is flanked by brick steps, a small patio, 
and a couple small, dilapidated outbuildings. The 
structure is laid out into two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, a living room, a combined kitchen/ 
dining area, and an unfinished attic. The property 
currently houses minimal furniture (a dining room 
table and chairs, a filing cabinet, and a few chairs 
in the attic).  

What is the current condition of the 
Bunkhouse? 

While the general state of the building is tidy minor 
damages and exterior repairs must be made after 
years of vacancy. In the absence of a caretaker 
small rodents and vermin have gained access to the 
interior of the building.  

The state of the appliances (fireplace, refrigerator, 
antique stove, propane lights, and water heater) is 
unknown. The building does not have electricity and 
was once lit by propane lamps in each room.  There 
is currently no mechanism to assist with washing 
laundry. The structure has no cooling system and is 
heated through use of the fireplace.  

All the plumbing is functional, including two flushing 
toilets, a shower, and three sinks. The tap water is 
not potable and must be treated.  

There is no waste disposal service to the property so 
all trash will have to be appropriately stored and 
hauled off site.  








