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POSITION AVAILABLE 
Project Manager for Outreach and Communications 

Healthy Watersheds California  

 
ABOUT THE POSITION: 
The Pacific Forest Trust (PFT) seeks a committed Project Manager to implement 
outreach, make the case, build support and assist in coordination of PFT’s Healthy 
Watersheds California project. Healthy Watersheds California (HWC) is an innovative 
initiative to enable the comprehensive restoration and conservation of the state’s 
primary source watersheds as essential components of its water system infrastructure. 
PFT is developing the policies, technical assessments, funding/financing, and 
implementation plans needed to leverage public and private capital to invest in 
comprehensive source watershed protection and restoration, similar to how built 
infrastructure is financed. This project will increase the climate resilience of key 
watersheds and enhance water security for 28 million water consumers, eight million 
acres of irrigated agricultural land and the freshwater of San Francisco Bay.  
 
This position focuses on regional and stakeholder outreach and communications, 
building partnerships with key stakeholders, especially in the HWC watersheds region. 
The Manager advances awareness across all stakeholders and with key audiences and 
promotes implementation, including identification of and support for on-the-ground 
projects for the comprehensive restoration and conservation of the primary watersheds 
supplying California’s water system, specifically those watersheds supplying the 
Oroville, Shasta and Trinity/Lewiston  reservoirs. The Manager plays a lead role: 

• in regional and stakeholder outreach and relationships, including with water 
contractors, state and federal agencies and NGOs, as well as partnership 
building;  

• assisting as needed in proposing and obtaining funding, including federal and 
state loans; 

• assisting as needed in developing the implementation structure; and  
• contributing to the development of information and communications materials 

explaining the benefits of the approach and project.  
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A well-qualified applicant will have a solid grounding in watershed/forest 
management, an understanding of the impacts of climate change on California’s natural 
communities, and experience in working with rural forest and watershed communities; 
and will be an excellent communicator in both orally and in writing, experienced and 
skillful in organizing stakeholders. 
 
ABOUT US: 
Wood, water, wildlife, and wonder.  Pacific Forest Trust (PFT) delivers landscape-scale 
private forest conservation in the West and develops innovative incentives for forest 
conservation at the national level. PFT works to conserve irreplaceable private forest 
landscapes and secure the vital forest resources on which we all depend. We do so in 
ways that reward private landowners, boost local economies, and restore resilient forest 
ecosystems. PFT has pioneered payments for ecosystem services in multiple ways, from 
climate, water, and energy policy, to carbon markets, to working forest conservation 
easements and regulatory efficiencies.  
 
PFT has conserved 270,000 acres regionally, and developed, acquired, and stewarded 
conservation easements on 105,000 acres of forestland in California and Oregon. We 
also manage 12,000 acres for timber, water, climate, and habitat values. Our projects are 
outstanding not only for their scale, but for their landscape impacts and high standards 
for delivering multiple public benefits. 
 
Headquartered in the verdant Presidio of San Francisco, PFT has satellite offices in 
Sacramento and Portland. PFT has a collegial environment filled with bright minds that 
generate groundbreaking ideas and work hard to implement them.  
 
TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES:  

• Be a lead spokesperson for HWC, communicating the importance, need for, and 
effectiveness of the project, primarily within the HWC region as well as with 
other key stakeholder audiences throughout the state. 

• Help develop and manage positive relationships with key stakeholders in the 
regional, governmental and water stakeholder communities. 

• Provide information, research and analysis documenting the benefits of the 
project and to support the project approach as needed. 

• Assist in development of implementation plans. 
• Assist in raising public, private and philanthropic funding for pre-

implementation work, and help in development of proposals, interim and final 
reports. 
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• Contribute to refinement and finalization of funding plans for the project, as 
needed. 

• Prepare weekly, monthly and quarterly reports on work implementation for use 
in both internal and external communications. 

 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

• Experience in watershed lands restoration/conservation/management, with 
undergraduate degree in forestry, natural resources or relevant environmental 
management. 

• Excellent communication skills, both spoken and written. 
• Experience working with/in rural, forest/watershed communities.  
• Experience working with state, county or federal agencies. 
• Ability to work against strict deadlines. 
• Ability to work independently and within a team-oriented environment. 
• Excellent computer skills. 
• Interest in working with natural infrastructure to address climate change, 

protecting the environment and developing new funds for resource 
conservation/restoration. 

• Possess a good sense of humor and comfort in establishing new models. 
 
REPORTS TO the PFT President and works with PFT’s HWC team, including the 
Washington, DC infrastructure finance representative and pro-bono and other advisors.   
 
LOCATION: We would prefer that this position be based regionally in one of the 
watershed counties (Trinity, Siskiyou, Shasta, Modoc, Placer, Butte), though it may be 
based in San Francisco at Pacific Forest Trust’s main office. There will be significant 
regional and some statewide travel. 

Pacific Forest Trust offers an excellent salary and benefits package, and appreciates 
the value of work/life balance. 

TO APPLY:  Submit a resume and cover letter to jobs@pacificforest.org and indicate 
“HWC Project Manager” in the subject line.  

Position posted March 4, 2019—open until filled.   
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